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May 23 


Beagle, Peter Viking 
A FINE AND PRIVATE PLACE $3.95 


* Young Peter Beagle, in this an unusual first novel, has other ideas about 
the world of the grave than Andrew Marvell. He sets his story in a New York cemetery 
and his ghosts roam free of their graves, make friends of other ghosts, and ultimately 
achieve contact with a select group of the living. One such figure is Rebeck, who for 
twenty years has found his company in the busy solitude of Yorkchester Cemetery. Two 
of his intimates are Morgan, a suicide, in life a professor, and Laura, a bookstore 
clerk, who finds love in afterlife. Theirs is the hopeless love of the living, with 
the persuasive intensity of mortal desire, and Rebeck, in sharing their story, begins 
to come out of himself. His isolation is further weakened when he encounters the very 
much alive widow Klapper, who comes from her Bronx home to visit her husband's grave. 
She takes Rebeck's limitations in stride, worries over him as she would over any living 
man, and rouses in him a half yearning for her cozy world, despite his identification 
with the society of ghosts. The climax comes when Morgan is transferred to a suicide's 
grave- and Rebeck, with the help of his living friends, risks his hermitage to take 
Laura through the Bronx to her lover... It's a fully rounded region, this other world 
of Peter Beagle's imagination, and he reverses the usual process in viewing the fa- 
miliar world in terms of the world of the dead. He tells us more of his ghostly char- 
acters than most writers convey about the living. And his conclusion that life is 
our portion, not to be embraced reluctantly develops convincingly out of the fascin- 
ating intricacy of his plot. There's a bit of Thornton Wilder here - a more vigorous 
Robert Nathan- but an originality that while occasionally refreshingly young, is 
wholly his own. (LC: 60-8662) 


And These For a Predictable Reception 


Two historicals well above average level from writers with established reputations:- 
THE NUNNERY by Dorothy Charques (Coward-McCann); Alfred Duggan's THE CUNNING OF THE 
DOVE (Pantheon). The new Gabriel Fielding THROUGH STREETS BROAD AND NARROW (Morrow) 
1s a sure item for. those who liked his IN TIME OF GREENBLOOM. There is apt to be 
discussion— if not necessarily enthusiasm- engendered by Pierre Sichel's THE SAP- 
BUCKET GENIUS (Lippincott). See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


April 4 


Charques, Dorothy Coward-McCann 
THE NUNNERY $4.50 


* With the subject of King Henry VIII's seizing the monasteries and convents 
for the background, the story of Jane Ingham, orphaned and ward of Dame Cecilia Wayte, 
Lady Prioress oi Cokehill Priory, turns on her doubts of having a vocation and on her 
growing knowledge of her love for Sir John Acock, with estates near by. Acock, one of 
the group around young Queen Anne, is self banished from London for Anne's good, and 
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when he is recalled, Jane is tormented by the nuns and harassed by Dame Cecilia who needs 

Jane's inheritance for her poor house. But with Thomas Cromwell's enforcement of the new 

order and Acock's release from prison, Jane is freed for the life she truly wants. The 

picture of the decay of the convent, of the seven professed sisters for whom security a 
rather than God was important, of the affairs at court, of the effects of royal decrees 

on the countryside, is always alive and filled with the small details and insights that 

bring the past into reality. Mrs. Charques has again effected a superior blend of fact 

and fancy for the best type of historical fiction. (LC: 60-7123) 


April 6 


Duggan, Alfred Pantheon 
THE CUNNING OF THE DOVE $3.50 


* With the death of Canute, the llth century English succession passed to Edward, 
son of Canute's wife by her first marriage to Ethelred, and the ancient dynasty of the 
house of Cerdic was presumed to be re-established. Here, in the words of Edgar, Edward's 
page, chamberlain, cupbearer throughout his life, is the story of Edward's reign which left 
no lineal successor, for Edward had taken a vow of continence- and kept it in his marriage- 
from his arrival, at Winchester, at the age of 40, to his death in the 60's, in which, in 
spite of internal strife, he won a country with his goodness, the power of his grace, the 
abolishing of the war tax, and the vitality of his religion. Constantly at odds with the 
great Earl Godwin, he marries the young Edith, Godwin's daughter, and in so doing is able 
to deal with the man who did not wish to be king but who fought to master the king until 
Edward outlaws him and his family. For the short time of Edward's complete power the 
miracles of his healing bring him a saintly reputation and, with the return of Harold, 
Godwin's son, Edward is content with the privileges of his years to leave the country 
in Harold's hands, with the throne to go to Duke William of Normandy on his death. As 
in his previous books, the landscape here is often a battlefield, and the sorties of the 
Viking-pirates, the blood feuds among the nobles, the tensions between church and state, 
and Edward the Confessor's own, darting, querying and argumentative mind come to life e 
for the present day readers. Most satisfactory. (Note change of publisher.) (LC:60-6791) 


April 27 


Mauriac, Claude Braziller 
THE DINNER PARTY $4 £00 


Claude Mauriac's first novel (he is the son of Francois) is a technical tour. 
de force; it is also an equally demanding exercise for the reader. A dinner party, given 
by Bertrand and Martine Carnejoux, sets and confines the scene here to a period of about 
three hours during which the desultory table talk alternates with the unspoken thoughts 
of those assembled here. In this counterpoint of comment and argument, and on the other 
hand private preoccupations and speculations- largely of an amatory nature- none of the 
eight characters who are speaking- or thinking- is identified for the reader who- pro- 
gressively- will find it easier to follow-- Bertrand Carnejoux, a prominent writer given 
to extra-marital attachments; Martine, with her excessive love for her children; young 
Marie-Ange, Bertrand's latest mistress, with acting ambitions she hopes to further here; 
Lucienne Osborn, whose mind is on clothes, her sun-tan, her dog; aging Gigi, 67; too 
young Jerome Aygulf; Gilles Bellecroix, screen writer, taunted by the novels he has not 
written;; Roland Soulaires, more successful with money than women... On the surface, there 
are rather tiresome discussions and dissertations on history and literature; in private, 
as the men peer down the decolletages of the women, there is the libertinage of their 
thoughts- along with the occasional discomfiture when reminders of death, age, impotence , 
intrude. All in all, it is a show piece of some tactical skill which demands the fullest 
attention of the spectator and an interest which the characters, self-bound, venal and 
worldly, do not altogether deserve. (LC: 60-6951) ey 
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April 27 


Rooney, Frank Harcourt, Brace 
MCGINNIS SPEAKS $5 .00 


A third novel, more intellectual than the earlier The Courts of Memory and 
The Heel of Spring, this is intense, full of life and often wildly funny. It follows 
George McGinnis, from the time when he is five- in a Catholic school, to adult freedom 
of sorts as an unsuccessful poet and auditor of life. Having learned early that he is 
different, and to prize that difference, the doggedly sane little boy becomes McGinnis, 
the often surprised, accidental participant in a number of equally brilliant. vocal but 
slightly off-key lives:- those of Jack, his older brother, a successful uplift writer 
for radio and TV; Johnny, his ex-Catholic, alcoholic, heroically-dreaming father; 
Father Geraghty, a magnificent, too human priest; Manuel, a young aristocrat; and 
Manuel's family. These major conversationalists expound a number of the myths by which 
men live... love, religion, alcohol, success, family pride, madness... in a series of 
remarkable scenes. Occasionally McGinnis too blazes into speech, but he is mostly 
there to pick up the pieces, and because his ear is sensitive to the reality within. 
It is a warm and marvelously selective ear, and the book is crammed with astonishing 
assessments and insights. It ends with McGinnis' thorny, iconoclastic, intensely 
searching sonnets on Christianity and they cast a startling hindlight. This really 
was a2 poet... Obviously, not everyone's book, but it is one of a very few that 
improves with reading. (LC: 60-7429) 


May 2 


Bingham, Sallie Houghton, Mifflin 
AFTER SUCH KNOWLEDGE $3 .50 


A first novel is an acceptable, often a surprisingly assured, close-up of a 
woman's life synchronized to the rather indifferent relationships she maintains,- as 
a child with her mother, as a wife to a husband who keeps his distance deliberately, 
and as a mother to a daughter who proves to be more approachable. In New York, her 
widowed mother grooms Mona for the right social sphere, but it is for the wrong rea- 
sons that she marries Warren, who is both presentable and attractive. A short-lived 
affair in Paris, a fairly dingy experience, leads her to believe (mistakenly) that she 
is pregnant- so that she appeals to Warren's chivalric instincts. Later, on their 
honeymoon, when he learns that she is not, he feels tricked and deprived of her 
"injured innocence". Warren proves to be sexually abstemious, a pleasant but remote 
husband; her desire for a child is largely as an answer to the dullness of her days; 
and Cathy rewards her life little- until finally she turns to her mother when trapped 
by a similar situation (she is. pregnant). Cathy's guilt is to an extent hers- and 
offers her a possible retribution and release... While Miss Bingham writes with ease 
and with insight, the trouble with the book is largely the trouble with Mona. For all 
her grievances, she is not really an emotional hardship case- and for all the atten- 
tion that is paid her, she remains rather indistinct. (LC: 60-7195) 


May 4 


Albee, George Sumner Simon & Schuster 
BY THE SEA, BY THE SEA $3 .50 


Plankton, established as a Redemption colony, loses most if its inhabitants 
when the anti-sexual edicts of the religious group have their final effect, depriving 
the seaside paradise of progeny. And the new Plankton is a sorry postscript to the 
original, dedicated as it is to easy and "natural" living. Into the town comes Myrthis, 
a six-foot tall, one hundred and thirty pound entomologist, the albatross of middle- 
aged Bonesetter, a practical middle-aged man who lives contentedly with his wife and 
mistress, an intellectual ex-stripteaser. With the advent of Myrthis into Plankton, 
Bonesetter knows no peace, so convinced is he that the vague young man will destroy 
himself on one of his excursions out into the freezing ocean where an impulse to play 
with the seals has led him. The community finally succeeds in marrying Myrthis off 
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to a young illiterate with a bashed in face and a slightly tarnished reputation. Reali- 
zing that the young couple will soon either die of excessive sexual indulgence or star- 
vation, they launch them into the newspaper business. Myrthis's idea of "hot" news is 
coy little articles about the love habits of dragonflies, a motion which suddenly brings 
him to the attention of New York publishers and TV producers. In him they believe they 
have found if not Archie, then surely Mehitabel. And so, by being his own incorrigible 
self, Myrthis attains fortune and fame. A zany, inventive, and only occasionally funny 
book. Not for the morally sqeamish. (LC: 60-6732) (Q) 


May 6 


Fifield, William Holt 
THE SIGN OF TAURUS $h £95 


A somber, closely written hegira of a flight from guilt follows Countess 
Potolska who has left her son to die in Warsaw while she joins the refugee exodus to 
the New World. On her way to Mexico she meets the young Italian, Guido Focari, identi- 
fies him with her dead son, and, finding him again in Mexico, instigates a mutually 
satisfactory association. For, from helping the astringent Frau Storker guide her 
"sheep", the Countess has found that fortune telling is a paying business and that her 
studies with the Psycho-Physical Society abroad have given her knowledge of the devices 
that will attract customers. With Guido as her helper, she tours - first to the Gulf, 
then by ship to the Pacific- and at Acapulco has two revelations that persuade her she 
has crossed the psychic borderline into true divinations. But the real truth reveals 
her obsession for Guido- not as a replacement for her son - and sends her back to Europe 
in the company of wise Frau Storker. The Countess, with her self examinations, Guido 
and his inhuman ability to survive, the assorted people met in her travels - froma 
small copra dealer to a breeder of toros bravos, the heroes of the bull ring, and the 
customers for whom she must display psychic phenomena - are all embroiled in a somewhat 
murky atmosphere which would seem to obliterate the shining light of popular appeal. 
(LC: 60-8156) 

May 11 


Brown, Robert Musser Harcourt, Brace 
BROTHER , WHICH DRUMMER? $4.50 


The determined rise of a man from nowhere is framed in the fortunes of Old 
Orchards, Inc., a medium sized family company with best quality foods in Pennsylvania, 
when Jim Pulliam, the new general sales manager, pushes his ambition to compete with 
Clippinger Grocery Chain and its big time operations. Pulliam's actions are the concern 
of Howard Freeman, a friend from the war, who has recently headed up the advertising 
department. And when Jim runs counter to the Brotheralls' policies, when his strategy 
verges on the unscrupulous, and when the effects of his drive result in his wife's near- 
collapse, it is Howard who discovers that Bill Brotherall is willing to let Jim have his 
head. But when the new order disrupts the security of the plant and Jim's personal and 
business treachery is found out, it is Jim's wife who finds the answer in persuading 
Clippinger's Fitzpatrick to give Jim's talents the chance for their best employment. 
Within the frame of factory procedures, conventions, sales promotion, business integrity,- 
and personal conflicts, the portrait is detailed in the complex of a not wholly unethi- 
cally aggressive character whose better qualities are worth someone else's efforts in 
saving. The variations on a familiar theme are capably compounded in this first novel. 


(LC: 60-7426) 


Roy, Katherine Harcourt, Brace 


THE GENTLE FRAUD $3.75 


Julia Gilman is 47, the third generation of a famous acting family, but now 
fading, drinking more than she should, wincing before certain inevitable adjectives- 
"indestructible", and estranged from her husband, Bruce, in Hollywood. Harriet Baxter, 
38, an old acquaintance from Montreal, married to a rich, civic, but dull husband, has 
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always admired and envied her. Both are rather discontented, with their lives rather 
than themselves, and when they meet for lunch in New York, they go for a consultation 
with a Mr. Reily who enables them- at a price- to exchange existences (whtout recogni- 
tion) for a period of three days. As Harriet, Julia learns of Bruce's continuing love 
for her- and desire to help her in a new play; she is also aware of the fact that 
Harriet's husband is dangerously slipping; and as Julia, Harriet helps to dispose of 
Julia's lover and secure an angel for the new production. Both however hear some 
disconcerting truths about themselves- and return to their own identities in a less 
complacent and more pliable frame of mind... A feathery, feminine diversion which is 
handled with grace and a number of fashionable touches here and there. (LC:60-7425) 


May 11 


Fielding, Gabriel Morrow 
THROUGH STREETS BROAD AND NARROW $4.50 


* This novel is a sequel to In the Time of: Greenbloom and like most sequels 
it is not as good as the first book. Horab Greenbloom is a central influence in the 
life of young John Blaydon. The tangential but pivotal presence of the eccentric and 
mysterious Greenbloom was an element through which the earlier book profited: the 
character of the sensitive boy was as yet unformed and the book's quality of indef- 
initeness was both necessary and an asset. John's earlier life had a drama, though 
he could only partially understand and accept it, which determines his later attitudes. 
And by contrast everything that follows seems a pale imitation. John Blaydon is now 
18, a medical student at Trinity College in Dublin and the time is 1935. A dedicated 
and gifted student, he becomes a part of several worlds through his friendship with 
the aristocrat Palgrave Chamberlyn-Ffynch, the proud, impoverished, brilliant Michael 
Groarke and Dymphna - who reminds him of Victoria, the murdered girl he loved. Though 
he distinguishes himself in his studies he has difficulty getting into residence by 
his unfortunate publication of a satire on the University. Talented and full of ideas, 
he has no sense of direction and by his intensity he loses Dymphna to his rival and 
Groarke proves to be a mercurial friend. Into this emotional maelstrom comes Green- 
bloom, now converted from Judaism to Christianity, with a plan for rescuing his brother 
from Dachau with the aid of a German press attache. When John and his friends learn 
that Greenbloom's brother is already dead they turn their frustrated attention to the 
German consulate and they are arrested. John misses his final examinations and de- 
cides to leave Ireland with the intention of enrolling in a London medical school. 
This second interval in John Blaydon's life offers a story which is tightly construc- 
ted and which successfully evokes Ireland's atmosphere - a climate which John, like 
so many before him, came to despise. But in retrospect many of its elements seem 
merely bizarre and its total implication proves to be more insubstantial than one 
would expect. (LC: 60-8109) 


May 16 VY 


Landes, Marie-Gisele Macmillan 
ALWAYS IN SEASON $2.95 


Another precocious Parisian moppet is Anne, seventeen when she takes her first 
lover, casually circulating here and there, and now recording with detachment her not 
too creditable attachment to Antoine- an older man. With some shrewdness Anne recog- 
nizes that Antoine is as incapable of caring for anyone as she is- but also that his 
attractiveness to her must be concealed and to an extent controlled. To test her own 
uninvolvement, she encourages his affair with a friend, Elisabeth, leaves them to- 
gether- for a time, but is not ready to give up full possession when she finds out 
that Elisabeth is pregnant. She takes Elisabeth in hand, keeps the paternity which 
might have pleased Antoine from him, and arranges the abortion which will take the 
life of both mother and child... Passion without pity- flecked with sang froid, this 
is not a new taste sensation- but a snack for the market created by Sagan and to a 
great extent imitated here. L’appetit vient-il en mangeant? (LC: 60-8694)  (Q) 
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May 16 


Van Rensselaer, Philip Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MOTHER WAS ALWAYS IN LOVE $3.95 


Told from the point of view of Peter Amory, Violet Amory's young son, this 
is supposed to be a half-gay, half-sad account of life with a perennial belle, but 
emerges as trash. Violet was a beautiful widow with a taste for high life and her pre- 
ferences took her from Long Island, to Palm Springs, to Newport and to Europe's watering 
places during the twenties and thirties. Her beaux seemed to be of two kinds: impover- 
ished gold diggers or wealthy, dull young men with careers in finance. But in spite of 
Mother's gifts she was jilted often enough to cause her some disturbance about the per- 
manence of her way of life. Fortunately there was always Jules Richmond who could be 
relied on to pick up the pieces and whose vast resources cushioned the shock when Violet 
was wiped out by the Crash. Inevitably, though, Mother begins to wilt, her paramours 
grow younger and less substantial and her friends among the international white trash 
prove undependable. Eventually, worn out by a frenzied social whirl and the haphazard 
care of her health Violet dies of cancer. The moral of the story seems to be that Violet 
was basically too innocent to escape disaster in a competitive cosmopolitan world. And, 
oddly, his upbringing has had no unfortunate effects on Peter. Of little value. 
(LC: 60-9571) 


May 19 


van Velde, Jacoba Simon & Schuster 
THE BIG WARD $3.00 


A comfortless if unquestionably moving first novel has been translated from 
the Dutch (it had a prize-winning award there) and it deals with a few weeks in the now 
terminal life of Geertruida van der Veen, from the time when she wakes up in a ward of 
@ nursing home. For Geertruida, at 74, the best of life is certainly not yet to come; 
she is widowed, her daughter, Helena, now with her, lives in Paris; and she had had a 
second stroke which makes impossible any thought of return to her small apartment. Her 
belongings, the paraphernalia of the past, will be sold to pay for her entry into the 
home, and there is the finality of her separation with Helena and the gentle, but empty, 
reassurances each makes. And while her body fails her- her mind is implacably clear and 
aware of her severance from the world now, her apprehension of what is to come... Infirm- 
ity and death provide a disconsolate vista which few may care to contemplate- but it is 
handled here with an admirable simplicity and an unspoken compassion which to some 
extent subdues the austerity of the subject. (LC: 60-8010) 


May 20 


Lange, Monique Criterion 
THE KISSING FISH $2.75 


The Kissing Fish are Siamese tropical fish who frequently change partners; 
here, in Paris, they are The Boys, with whom Anne, 18, entertains a casual cameraderie 
during the time when she tries, and fails, to have a more than casual relationship with 
Bernard Meunier, older and experienced. But while Bernard permits her to share his 
quarters- he will not let her intrude on his love for The Princess who comes there 
several nights a week. And while Anne tries to acquire the sexual sophistication which 
may finally win her Bernard's love- she fails- and this small incident ends with her 
chance meeting with The Princess- a young boy... An import which has had its precedents, 
and is seemingly in vogue, and in which sexual naivete, youthful experimentation, dis- 
gust and despair are all part of the personal exposure. The handling is unsentimental- 
not to say penurious. (LC: 60-9778) (Q) 
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May 20 


Roark, Garland Doubleday 
SHOULD THE WIND BE FAIR $4.95 


Melodrama, sweeping the seas that Roark knows well- and lands in the handling 
of which he seems less adroit. Historically, the story is based in the period around 
the Civil War, but that, actually, is incidental as a factor; rather it is thwarted 
love that sends Nathaniel Hardin Shore away from his plantation home in Virginia to 
seek escape, forgetfulness and a fortune in Europe, in the Virgin Islands, in Haiti, 
in Jamaica, in the Bahamas and elsewhere. Lovely ladies capture him momentarily; his 
inhibitions seem non-existent. The gaming table, the gamble of gun running, of inter- 
ference in political imbalance, in blockade running - these seem his metier. A brief 
return to his family - westward to Arizona and a frontier where his brother and his 
wife- the girl they both love- are stationed- seems unreal and out of character. 

Roark has overstepped the boundaries of probability in cramming one young life with 
all the perils and adventures Shore is heir to (for he continually patterns himself 
after the pirate ancestor for whom he was named, seeking to rival his perilous life). 
Frankly, the surfeit is boring- and interest flags. Stick to the sea, Mr. Roark. 
(LC: 60-8682) (Q) 

May 25 


Brooks, Bruce Beacon Press 
PILGRIMS IN THE ZOO $3.95 


This is a collection of six short stories which takes its theme from a 
passage in Thomas Mann's The Magic Mountain: ",..For to be man was to be ailing. Man 
was essentially ailing, his state of unhealthiness was what made him man. Men con- 
sciously and voluntarily descended into disease and madness, in search of knowledge 
which, acquired by fanaticism, would lead back to health..." The Pilgrims in the Zoo 
are the spirit's tatterdemalion wayfarers, hopelessly lost in derangement of the senses, 
dangling in the voids created by their surrealistic imagings. The Eye of Nature is a 
homosexual nightmare in which the dreamer seeks atonement in a submission to debauchery 
and sadism; in A Memoir. of Sardis Birchard an ill-fated family, submerged in necro- 
philia, tries to come to terms with their inheritance; and in Some Ancient Roaches the 
protagonist becomes an agent of activity through his rambles in the dim-lit world of 
drug addiction and insanity. But the Pilgrims, accompanied by their desperate memor- 
abilia, have no shrine and their journey promises not purgation but, at best, oblivion. 
Written from the point of view of the book's untrustworthy witnesses this excursion 
into grotesquerie proves to be only dismal. (LC: 60-7397) 


Sichel, Pierre Lippincott 
THE SAPBUCKET GENIUS Y $4.95 L 


The erratic genius of this strange novel will be likened, inevitably, to 
Dylan Thomas, for here is - in terms of a Vermont background- just such another poet, 
drunkard, philanderer, as Thomas is portrayed. Cheney was overwhelmingly convinced of 
his own deathless genius from his irresponsible, awkward boyhood on. Indifferent to 
anyone who failed to recognize him, whether anxious parents or hesitant contemporaries, 
Cheney went to excesses to overbalance his insecurities; but he never weakened in con- 
viction that the diarrhea of words that poured forth from a fevered imagination, to be 
captured on any available scrap of paper, to be declaimed on the slenderest of invita- 
tion, were indisputably the greatest poetry ever conceived. He felt the world owed 
him a livelihood; he ran up bills shamelessly, borrowed- and rarely repaid- from any+ 
one; married the one women who first gave him proof of his masculinity - and accepted 
from her undeviating, unquestioning devotion. They lived for years, flauntingly on 
his part, in a cheerless, unheated, unlighted, unfurnished abandoned schoolhouse in 
Vermont. There, alone, he felt he could write- and this he did until he crammed a 
trunk with his poems. Somehow, he got what he demanded - never by his own efforts 
which were bungling and graceless. He took his women where he found them; his wife 
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was chiefly a childbearer. And he won adulation from women - and largely hatred from men, 
even those who nurtured his genius, brought his poems to publication, gave him the suc- 
cess that proved his undoing. It is a strange and tragic book, vigorous, lustful, un- 
palatable to anyone demanding any measure of restraint. Sex is the dominant urge - more 
than any conviction that here, in his outpourings, is any measure of genius. And in sex, 
Pierre Sichel has spared no detail of excess, to- for most readers- the point of nausea... 
The book will sell- and rent - but prospective customers should be warned what to expect. 
(LC: 60-7849) (Q) 

May 25 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow 
THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD $3.50 


Jody Hern's presumed fall has resulted in only one memory during her blackout 
(that of a man with a goat) and her promise to her sister, Estelle, her schoolmaster 
brother-in-law, Michael Page, and her fiance, Charles Vaughan, that she will try to 
forget. But her formidable Aunt Essie suggests she try to fill in the blanks - and she 
‘finds the street, the owner of the goat - and the man who has been leading it. Lt. Com- 
mander Desmond Huntley, on leave, helps Jody go further and they find a strange story in 
the building where Jody's accident had occurred that keeps Huntley eager for further 
investigating. But Jody is determined to shield her sister and Michael's school, until 
calculated terrorizing leads to murder and the answers to Jody's vulnerability. A smooth- 
running romantic adventuring, this should attract the Mary Stewart audience and please 
Cadell's own followers. (LC: 59-11699) 


May 27 


Meites, Irving Putnam 
THE MARRIAGE BROKER $3.50 


Based on stories by Tashrak, a Yiddish writer, these are the reflections of 
Shulem, the Shadchen. To those familiar with ghetto and pseudo ghetto life, the role 
of the Shadchen or marriage broker is incontestable in its importance. In Shulem's 
accounts of mismatches, introductions, frustrations, falsified intentions and qualifi- 
cations, the character of the Shadchen clearly emerges against the lively world of the 
lower east side, Brownsville, and the New Jersey resorts. It is a world which is fading, 
but well within the memory of many readers. And Shulem is the prototype of that fading 
ghetto. Warm, wise, humorous, and active he cuts corners when necessary, approaching 
his career with the zeal of a promoter- and the breadth of a Talmud student. His attempts 
often end in disaster, as often in riotous success, and through all, he perseveres, com- 
pulsive in his desire to domesticate. Rarely does he invoke the desire to laugh aloud. 
Here is no Hyman Kaplan, but rather a man whose every maneuver is marked with gentle 
irony, pathos, and a fatalistic shrug which is not quite laughter. Shulem is a paradox; 
a dealer in potions and spells, a realist, a schemer and a lover of justice, a mercenary 
and a philanthropist.The nostalgia and humor ofhis plight may well earn The Marriage 
Broker considerable popularity. 


May ?? 


Anthony, Evelyn Crowell 
ALL THE QUEEN'S MEN $4.95 


Yet another chronicling of Elizabeth's reign, this keeps hold of the relation- 
ship, which changed through the years, between her and Lord Robert Dudley, later Farl of 
Leicester, and emphasizes the many other men over whom she kept absolute dominion. It 
allows for the mental despoiling of her innocence by the scandal, precipitated by the 
Lord Admiral, in her youth, the need then to escape traps, to indulge in precocious lies, 
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and, her innocence affirmed, for the total shock of Seymour's death that made her a 
woman of icy calculation who did "not want any human creature to partake in the power 
that was hers". So that Dudley, rising from master of the horse, suspect of the mur- 
der of his wife, could never achieve his first desire of marrying Elizabeth, could 
only learn to follow her commands and earn her real devotion, whatever emotional and 
political shifts occurred. The long, deadly, cautious game that Elizabeth played 
with Mary, always to secure time from the French and the Spaniards; the formidable 
taming of adversaries - as well as supporters, the parade of international and in- 
ternal crises, the indomitable force that kept her the symbol the people needed - 
these too are part of the portrait. The acclaim and subsequent popularity of last 
year's Elizabeth The Great may mitigate against an audience for this, but this author 
has proved in previous books that her subjects are handled competently. (LC:60-9155) 


May ? 


Di Donato, Petro Messner 
THREE CIRCLES OF LIGHT $3.95 


Once again, the author of Christ in Concrete turns to New Jersey's Little 
Italy for a story in which the mystic and baldly realistic merge. Paolo, the son 
of the bricklayer whose death was central to Di Donato's former book, relives his 
childhood up to the point of the construction accident in which his father-- a 
virile and beautiful man, half peasant, half noble-- meets his premature death. The 
sexual escapades of Paolo's father are tolerated by Paolo's devoted mother, and 
encourage Paolo in his erotic precocity. While still a child he becomes the lover 
of a magnificent peasant girl who has driven an elderly husband to murder and suicide. 
There in the jungle of Hoboken and New York, they conduct an idyllic affair, con- 
doned by their neighbors, a love wholly sensual but free from the stigma of self 
conscious guilt. But on the day of the accident, Paolo achieves his Christ in Concrete. 
His father, mangled by the cement and brick to which he gave his life becomes to the 
boy a symbol of good versus evil, and appalled by the disaster, Paolo assumes the 
sense Of primal guilt which is his birthright. Petro Di Donato evokes a climate of 
obscure but potent mythology which though in essence is Christian, probes back to an 
earlier time when birth, death and love spawned a darkly sensual mystery. This story 
of a pure spirited child's evolution into fearful manhood will be read by some for 
its sensational realism, by cthers as a unique example of a novel in which the 
poetic, the narrative, and the dramatic solidly mesh.. (LC: 60-8538) (Q) 


THE SCORE ON FOUR 
May 20 \y 


Ferrars, E.X. ‘Doubleday 
FEAR THE LIGHT $2.95 ¥ 


Elderly Mrs. Robertson, who lives alone, is found dead- and it is her nephew, 
Charles, who maintains that it must be murder- although save for some letters in her 
attic with a potential value there would seem to be no motive. Her neighbors, the 
Baldreys and the Heydons, provide new sources of suspicion (complicated by David 
Baldrey's death) and steadily shifting points of interest. Close and consistent. 
(LC: 60-9494 ) 


‘ Doubleday 
VERSUS INSPECTOR MAIGRET $3.50 


Adding two more cases to his career here are Maigret And The Reluctant 
Witnesses and Maigret Has Scruples. In the first the death of Leonard Lachaume reveals 
the desperate measures of an impoverished family; in the second a husband and wife make 
clear their fears of death from eachother and Maigret is unable to prevent a crime on 
the way but does untangle the final killing. The master of the waiting game deliber- 
ates doggedly. (LC: 60-8683) 


Simenon, Georges 
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May 20 


Fleming, Ian Viking 
FOR YOUR EYES ONLY $3.50 


Five shorter appearances for "flint-eyed" James Bond cuts him down to size as 
well-- and if he's not quite as virile or virulent as he has been- he's still a pretty 
able performer. In Paris, he uncovers an enemy installation within SHAPE; from Jamaica- 
he pursues the murder of old friends of M's; in Nassau, he just listens in on an old 
story of a cuckolded husband's hatred; in Italy, he trails an opium operation; and in 
tropical waters he cruises with an impossibly ruthless rich man who applies a sting-ray 
whip on his wife. It's expectedly exotic, resilient and potent. (LC: 60-9322) 


May 23 


Moyes, Patricia Rinehart 
DEAD MEN DON'T SKI $2.95 


Chief-Inspector Henry Tibbet, an unremarkable man with a "good nose", takes a 
holiday with his wife high in the Austro-Italian Dolomites where, following a skiing 
accident, a second casualty is obviously murder. The many people who had cause to hate 
Dr. Hauser, running a cocaine smuggling operation with several unidentified couriers, 
provide a close and closely timed problem which is pursued by Tibbet with care.... 

No vertigo, but pleasant and precise. (LC: 60-9138) 


N 0 N r7@ 4 e ¢@ 
ONE MUST BOOK 
A v4 May 23° 
Lord, Walter wy | Harper 
THE GOOD YEARS $4.95 


* Those of us who lived through what Walter Lord calls "the good years"- 1900 to 
the First World War - will sense a somewhat cynical undercurrent in the aspects of those 
years he has chosen to recall. The rich were very rich, the poor very poor- and recur- 
rently the differences are dramatized. But Mr. Lord has applied his provenly successful 
techniques to many of the highlights of these years:- the Boxer Rebellion; McKinley's 
assassination; Theodore Roosevelt's attack on the trusts; the Wright Brothers faltering 
steps towards the flying machine; Henry Ford's appreciation of the need of a low priced 
car; the San Francisco earthquake and fire; Darrow and the melodrama of Bill Haywood's 
trial- the union issue joined; panic- bank failures- Wall Street crash- and J.P. Morgan 
to the rescue; the story of Peary's dash to the Pole- and the anticlimax involved when 
Cook claimed precedence; the battle for woman's suffrage; the Wilson story; child labor- 
and a final chapter we have not seen of the last summer of the good years before war 
shattered the illusion of permanent security and contentment. Immensely readable and 
with an unfailing sense of participation, The Good Years brings to life more than a 
decade of remembered times. (LC: 59-10585) 


And These For Your Consideration 


Roger Pilkington's SMALL BOAT TO THE SKAGERRAK (St. Martin) will be fun to recommend to 

a special market; there is publicity value- and long term life for NEHRU ON WORLD HISTORY, 
condensed by Saul K. Padover (John Day). Leonard Mosley's life of Lord Curzon, THE 
GLORIOUS FAULT (Harcourt, Brace) should have a sophisticated mature market; Mary Motley’s 
DEVILS IN WAITING (Viking) is high on the list; THE NEW PROFESSORS,a collection of essays 
about today’s education, edited by R. 0. Bowen (Rinehart) deserves more of a hearing than 
tt might get without your confidence. See pages following for. reports. 
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April 4 


Grabar, Andre & New York Graphic Society 
Chatzidakis, Manolis $18.00 
GREECE: Byzantine Mosaics 


Thirteenth in the UNESCO World Art Series, this was prepared in cooperation 
with the Greek National Commission for UNESCO and various Ministries. The intro- 
ductory material provides some factual background for the 32 full color plates, clari- 
fying the scope of the volume, the high artistic quality of Byzantine mosaics, their 
adaptation to the architecture, and the reasons for the survivals despite the vicis- 
situdes, invasions and transformation of early Christian shrines into Turkish mosques. 
It is a fascinating glimpse into the archeological discoveries and the loving work of 
restoration. The material belongs in the larger pattern of Byzantine art and should 
really be studied along with D. T. Rice's The Art of Byzantium (Abrams) reviewed on 
p. 133 and with Forlati & Tesca's Mosaics of St. Mark (N.Y. Graphic- 1958- reviewed 
on p. 742 of that year). The colored reproductions - for the greater part (there are 
a few exceptions) are superbly reproduced and capture the brilliance of the originals 
from the V to XIV centuries. 


April 7 


Paar, Jack Little, Brown 
I KID YOU NOT $3.95 


The autobiography of TV's talked-about-and recently controversial-star is 
essentially concerned with his profession and the people in it. The ups and downs- 
and sideways path that led to his current fame, the many radio jobs and summer re- 
placements (his "meteoric disappearance" became well known), his development during 
World War II, in the Pacific, as a comedian, and the hit his nighttime show made,- 
are filled in with stories of Charley Weaver, Elsa Maxwell, Jack Douglas, Genevieve, 
Hermione Gingold, Dody Goodman, Zsa Zsa Gabor, Gypsy Rose Lee, Pat Harrington, Oscar 
Levant and others, and there is much of the zany doings connected with them. For 
that audience which likes its public figures in print, this is a breezy re-cap of a 
performer's career to date (the recent contretemps is not covered in the material 
now at hand) that should please his current followers and enlighten those interested 
in modern social phenomena. (LC:60-9350) 


April 15 


Macintyre, Capt. Donald Norton 
NARVIK $3.95 


This is the history of that "brief, untidy campaign" in 1940 in which the 
Allies attempted to save Norway from the Nazis and failed. As a history, it is 
notably successful. Narvik, a coast port, becomes the focal point of conquest. 
All branches of British military service are seen united in action for the first 
time. Air battles, landings by British troops, and heavy fighting at sea are almost 
hourly occurences. And finally, driven off by superior air and land power, the 
Allies are forced to evacuate and endure the final tragedy of the loss of the carrier 
HMS Glorious. The book does more than recount an ill-fated operation however. It 
points out again the need for constant vigilance on the part of democracies, urges 
that the early and not the late mistakes of the last War be a guide for future 
military planning. Really first rate. Illustrated. (LC:60-7583) 
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Duncan, David Douglas New York Graphic Society 
THE KREMLIN $25 .00 


The noted photographer (The Private World cf Pablo Picasso) was able to secure 
Kruschev's consent to take pictures of the Kremlin treasures- which appear with over- 
powering splendor in the 83 color plates here. The explanatory text provides the legen- 
dary and historical background in some detail. From the first views of the city, its 
cathedrals and palaces, to within the Grand Kremlin Palace and its paintings, robes, 
frescoes, armor, coaches and crowns- the fabulous treasures appear: Monomakh's Golden 
Cap, the Cloth of Christ, the jeweled Book of Gospels, the Diamond Throne, Catherine 
the Great's wedding dress, etc., etc. The photographs are as impressive as their sub- 
jects- and it is quite a spectacle. (LC; 60-8189) 


April 20 


Wheelock, Keith Praeger 
NASSER'S NEW EGYPT $6.00 


With the facilities of Nasser's office at his disposal, Keith Wheelock in 
this book, has been able to interview government members and dig into certain state 
archives, unhampered by the usual restrictions besetting the political commentator. 
The result is an intimate analysis of recent Egyptian history. Forced to accept a 
British protectorate during World War I, Egyptians seethed with nationalist feelings 
and formed parties such as the Wafd and Saadists which represented rich Egyptians in 
their fight for the removal of British control. Then, in 1952 a group of "Free Officers" 
under the leadership of Nasser and Naguib overthrew this clique headed by Farouk. A 
military dictatorship, it redistributed land in favor of small farmers, increased soil 
production, and encouraged industrialization. Frustrated by internal problems, Nasser 
then began to concentrate on international issues which resulted in tightening the link 
between Arab states, but which also heightened tension between Egypt and Israel. This 
tension culminated in Nasser's deal with Russia to the detriment of the new Jewish state, 
an alliance which has challenged his position as the leader of the United Arab movement. 
Well documented, this exciting and informative analysis should have a wide appeal in 
view of the Suez Canal seizure, the armed threat staged by France, England and Israel 
in 1956, and the current rearmament against Israel. A clear portrait of a master 
tactician, but a weak strategist. 


April 25 


54 
Shapiro, Karl Random House 
IN DEFENSE OF IGNORANCE $4.00 


In this volume of collected essays by the talented poet, Karl Shapiro has some- 
what overreached himself in his attack on the intellectualized poetry of the first half 
of this century. Evidently unbearably bored by the obscurities of the great name poets 
of this age- Eliot, Yeats, Pound, Auden, and made miserable in his many editing jobs by 
the explications of the higher and dryer critics, Shapiro damns them all. And what 
would he prefer? More Whitman, more Lawrence, more Blake and more Henry Miller. Shapiro 
knows what he likes, and states it with certainty and style. But this radical criticism 
of the intellectual comes a little doubtfully from one of our most intellectual poets. 
Perhaps his bitterness is rather regret for values he has, as yet, failed to achieve. 

The essays are highly prejudiced but stimulating. (LC: 60-5607) 
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April 27 

Pilkington, Roger St. Martin's Press 

SMALL BOAT TO THE SKAGERRAK $5.00 


The 45 foot Commodore, which has been through Holland and Belgium, points 
her way north and ambles in unhurried fashion via inland waterways, canals, and 
rivers, from Holland and Germany to Denmark and Sweden and Norway. This is voyaging 
in unfamiliar territory, for the encounters along the waterways bear little similar- 
ity to regular touring, the type of travel gives time for much inclusion of local 
history, stories, incidents, and the towns and villages seen are not guidebook re- 
gulars. Locks and bridges, harbors and islands, unscheduled landings and shank's 
mare explorations, cities and castles, - almost every spot has its own identifying 
description of past events or legends, as the Commodore's faithful single paraffin 
engine chugs from place to place. The delight of Dr. Pilkington in his boat's per- 
formance and in his journeying gives this great charm and David Knight's black and 
white illustrations are pleasant companions for this out-of-the-way traveling. All 
small boat men with an interest in foreign waters should find good cruising here. 

Kazantzakis, Nikos rp Simon & Schuster 
THE SAVIORS OF GOD » 2 L $4.50 


Kazantzakis, who has been termed one of the greatest writers of this 
century by Mann and Schweitzer, has here expressed his complicated philosophy in a 
set of free verse soliloquies. Those who have read Zorba the Greek, The Odyssey, 

a Modern Sequel, or seen He Who Must Die, have recognized his power and strength. 

He is a man torn between a great gusto for the life of the senses and an almost 
Buddhistic asceticism. He feels that salvation is to be had in action not in words- 
while his own fate is to be a writer. Influenced chiefly by Nietzsche and Bergson, 
he emphasizes the elan vital but sees that man must transcend himself. His point is 
that God is not the Savior of man, but man the savior and even the creator in his 
incessant need to press forward and give form to the chaos of the future. The poems 
themselves are inspirational and gravitate toward large, philosophical ideas. They 
have fire and passionate yearning but are without precision or elegance. The trans- 
lator (who seems adequate ) has written a long prose introduction. Of surest interest 
to Kazantzakis' many admirers. (1C:60-6723) 


April 29 


Douglas, William 0. Princeton University Press 
: AMERICA CHALLENGED $2.50 


By the time this stimulating book is published Justice Douglas will have 
delivered the two Walter E. Edge Lectures at Princeton of which this is the text. 
It is not a book to comfort the average citizen, but rather to alert him to the 
dangers confronting us in our apathy and false sense of security. He charges 
Americans with a dangerous trend toward conformity, an unwillingness to accept 
leadership in a fight against hunger and substandard conditions in underprivileged 
parts of the world, a tendency to think that democracy can be sold- American plan- 
by industrialization rather than studying human needs. The two sections are sub- 
titled:-— The Individual and the Crowd and The Nation and the World. In the second 
half he poses the problem of Red China as our major threat, and questions our un- 
realistic, ostrich-like attitude towards its very existence. The answer he finds 
in joint private and governmental efforts, in recognition of the fact that Soviet 
Russia is providing a practical answer closer to the needs and understanding of the 
uncommitted world than America. There is already interest in the fact that Justice 
Douglas is giving these lectures, and curiosity as to what he will say. 
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Govan, Gilbert E. & Putnam 


Livingood, James W.- 4s $3.95 “& 


THE HASKELL MEMOIRS 
The Personal Narrative of a Confederate Officer 


Edited by the co-authors of Chattanooga Country and A Different Valor, this 
volume of Civil War memoirs, less well known than many similar books today being repub- 
lished, was written 38 years after the war, when the author was 60; 40 years later they 
were used by Douglas Southall Freeman in his Lee's Lieutenants. Haskell, one of a dedi- 
cated family of South Carolinians, many of whom fought in the war, was 19 and without 
military experience when the war broke out. Enlisting at once, he was wounded many times, 
lost an arm in battle and gained distinction as a colonel of artillery. Holding his own 
opinions of many of his fellow officers, he gives an unflattering picture of Pickett at 
Gettysburg and of the battle itself says that "from first to last each move was made 
just an hour too late"; admiring Lee but not all of his subordinates, he gives "too many 
sheep officers" as one reason for Confederate defeat. Vividly written and holding the 
freshness of contemporary record, his first-hand account of one Southerner's war will 
appeal to historians, students, and non-hero-worshipping Civil War buffs. It may also 
interest devotees of personal reminiscence who are inclined to shy from the word 
"Gettysburg". Map end-papers. (LC: 60-8469) 

April 77? fit 

Marson, Philip David McKay 

A TEACHER SPEAKS $4.50 


Substantiating the line of argument which was launched by Rickover, Conant, 
etc. for "trained minds" rather than "trained missiles"- a classroom teacher turns in 
his own report card on education today, as based on his personal experience in the oldest et 


school in the country with the highest standards of integrity and scholarship- Boston 
Latin School. Marson secured his appointment there in 1926- and found the first ten 
years (over and above the difficulty of reconciling maintaining a family with a teacher's 
salary) really satisfying, enabling him- as they did- to combine a stimulating program 
with the school's fine, traditional standards of teaching and learning. 1935 was the 
turning point for Boston Latin as well as the country; for teachers, there was the per- 
version of the merit system (politics- and religious prejudice- with favoritism for 
Catholics- entered in); for students- the decline of standards of both grading and 
achievement, the permissiveness of attitudes and the debasement of learning at all 

levels made possible by the default of the colleges, where admissions were based on 
athletic and social qualifications rather than intellectual. Marson retired in 1957, 

to write this book (and other shorter pieces which have already had a good deal of at- 
tention). By now, much of what he has to say here has been voiced and viewed with alarm 
by other critics. There can be no question of the importance of his cause or his devo- 
tion to it; there may however be some question whether it will reach his intended readers. 
He's a sincere but rather prosaic writer. (LC: 59-12268) 


May 2 /\ A”) 
| b rs 
Hanson, Lawrence Y Holt 
MORTAL VICTORY $4.00 


The life of Paul Cezanne, perhaps the most gifted and influential painter of 

the nineteenth century, reads like an apotheosis of frustration: his uneasy childhood 
- and school days, his inability to communicate with the taciturn father whom he loved, his 

consistent difficulty in obtaining critical acceptance, and his great wound suffered at 
the hands of his one trusted friend, Emile Zola. All these events hardly foretell the @ 
reputation he later earned and still holds as one of the uncontested geniuses of art. 
In biographizing Cezanne, one must inevitably speak of Zola, the man who encouraged the 
floundering young provincial to embark on a painting career, who appropriated Cezanne's 
critical appraisal of Manet and by publishing Cezanne's ideas became noted as an out- 
Standing art critic; the Zola who early lost faith in Paul's ability, who refused to 
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defend him when he couid have and chose instead to make him the centrai character 
in his novel 4'Oeuvre, the portrait of an ertistic failure. This,biow dealt when 
Cezanne was forty-seven-years-olid,did not diminish his love for Zola but did 
strengthen the deep tendency toward the hermitic life, a tendency bred in his early 
years by his relationship to a forbidding father. So in awe was Cezanne of the 
elder Cezanne that he kept secret from him his marriage and the birth of his child 
for most of the old man's life. Cezanne's story is a portrait of torment, it also 
is a depiction of strength tempered by vision and unflinching integrity. Lawrence 
Hanson and his wife have written nine biographies, including lives of Gauguin, 

Van Gogh, and Toulouse-Lautrec. In his life of Cezanne he approaches his subject 
with depth and sensitivity, conveying a full appreciation of the man and the artist. 
(LC:60-9054 ) 


May 2 17 


Lubow, Irwin I., M.D. Dutton . 
NEW HOPE FOR YOUR HAIR $3.95 — 


A first single volume compendium of facts about hair, its care, growth, 
behavior, and- regrettably- loss, is full of all kinds of fascinating findings, 
scientifically based but entertainingly presented. If the "practical utility" of 
hair has dwindled, from an evolutionary point of view, not so its cosmetic and psy- <3 
chological importance- certainly for those whose crowning glory may be thinning. 
Dr. Lubow discusses in some detail baldness, which is on the increase (tension is 
one of many factors); greying hair; dandruff; superfluous hair; waving and dyeing; 
hereditary factors; styling (the pony tail and the braid can lead to trouble); and 
general procedures of care and treatment with the hopeful prognosis the corticoste- 
roids have brought for moulting males. A thoroughly informtive and interesting job. 


(LC:60-5990) : 
May 5 I 


Padover, Saul K.- NEHRU ON WORLD HISTORY John Day 
condensed from $5.00 L- 
Nehru, Jawahariai GLIMPSES OF WORLD HISTORY ~ 


Back in 1933, while serving one of his nine jail sentences, Nehru composed 
a masterpiece of historical condensation in a 1000-page survey in the form of a ser- 
ies of letters to his littie daughter, Indira. Glimpses of World History. was first 
published in America in 1942. In 1951 a condensation and excision was made for 
children- Stery—of-World.—History. And now comes this in a 320 page volume, a selection 
of what Padover considers the most significant passages. Whether or not the audience 
will be comparable to the readers of the single volume Toynbee is a moot question. 
This reader thinks not. Prilliant and significant as it is, after all the direction 
was towards the mind of a meture young resder-not a scholarly adult. Children of our /. ° 
Western world are unlikely to nave, aias, sufficient chronological and philosophical 
background of history to provide the connecting links, so the market will, presumabiy, 
be almost wholly adult. But Nehru has in only occasional instances provided a pro- 
foundly philosophical interpretation of world history. The passages are relatively 
short. In only a few cases do they run to sufficient length to be completely rounded:- 
Capitalism and the Industrial Revolution, The British in India, Persia, The Civil War 
in America, and so on. While the overall picture is a progressive one, highlighting 
paralleis and striking high spots, this is not a consecutive narrative, though its 
scope and particularly its universality is extraordinary. And the text frequentiy 
throws light on Nehru's own personality and philosophy. It is extraordinarily object- 
ive; his universalism, his rationalism, his moralism shine through. Barbed criticism 
of the failures of modern civilization as science marches on- and other shortcomings, 
particularly of the West, might be considered weighting the evidence, though at no 
time does he make one feel there is anything of nationalism, let alone chauvinism, in 
his presentation. This ends with the rise of dictatorships, and other crises growing 
out of World War II. A masterful editing job. (LC:60-8700) 
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May 10 


Dempsey, Jack with Simon & Schuster 
Considine, Bob & Slocum, Bill $3.95 
DEMPSEY 


Born into a poverty stricken background, Jack Dempsey is forced at an early 
age to support himself. When he is not farming or mining, he is defending himself 
against the bullies who mistake his skinny physique, soprano voice, and Mormon upbring- 
ing as manifestations of girlishness. He flattens most of his oppressors, including 
men who outweigh him by seventy pounds, and by the time he is sixteen is riding the 
rails, living in flop houses, and paying his way by fighting huge local boys who will- 
ingly roll up their sleeves and take on the frail Dempsey. Not until he defeats Jess 
Willard, and becomes world champion, is he able to leave the goading worries of constant 
poverty. In this biography, simply and vividly stated, are accounts of his great fights, 
his turbulent marriages, his war experiences, and his life as it is today. Photographi- 
cally illustrated, Dempsey will have a strong appeal for young boxing enthusiasts and 
veteran fans. (LC: 60-6719) 


May 11 


Mosley, Leonard Harcourt, Brace 
THE GLORIOUS FAULT $5.95 


* This curiously titled biography of Lord Curzon of Kedleston, last of the great 
British Imperialists, although less sympathetic in viewpoint than Sir Harold Nicholson's 
Curzon or his Arketall (in Some People) is for all that an absorbing and well written 
study of a brilliant, irritating and tragic political figure. Born in 1859, bedeviljed 
as a child by a sadistic governess, at 18 Curzon received a spinal injury that left him 
in constant pain. Witty, ruthless and ambitious, a lover of women and art, his greatest 
fault was his inability to delegate authority; he married the wealthy and charming 
Mary Leiter of Chicago, distinguished himself as a negotiator of foreign affairs, and 
at 39 became Viceroy of India, the youngest man ever to hold that office. Embroiling 
himself with Indian Princes, the British Army and the unscrupulous Lord Kitchener, who 
forced his resignation, he returned to England where, after the death of his beloved 
first wife, he entered into a liaison with Elinor Glyn of Three Weeks, married another 
rich American (without informing Elinor of the fact), restored ancient castles, wept 
at his wife's neglect, became Lord Privy Seal, and failed in his greatest ambition, to 
become Prime Minister, only because of his inability to understand other men. Unable 
to reconcile himself to a changing world, he died in 1925, the last of the true auto- 
crats. A book for students of late Victorian and Edwardian politics, this excellent 
biography will delight addicts of this form of ee , and should appeal even to 
Anglophobes. (LC: 60-9396) Tne 


Stryker, Perrin Harper 
THE MEN FROM THE BOYS $4.00 


Based on the conviction that the well-developed executive is one who possesses 
the qualities of a well-developed individual, this is a study, in a fictionalized form, 
of those traits that have been commonly ascribed to able, mature people in industrial 
management. The origin of the stories was a series on executive qualities which the 
author wrote for Fortune in 1958-59. Ina Foreword the author discusses the relatively 
new process of executive development and he points out the most definite fact that the 
psychological testing seems to have revealed: that managerial success is not determined 
primarily by aptitudes or by proficiencies but by individual characteristics - initiative, 
dependability, integrity, etc. In a form which seems closer to a symposium he analyzes 
the following traits: good judgment, cooperation, ambition, decisiveness, emotional 
stability, getting along with people, dependability, fairness, leadership and loyalty 
and he concludes that the attainment of dedication and integrity is an "achievement of 
character that represents the pinnacle of an executive's development". This is an ob- 
ee and clear appraisal of a field which has become very thoroughly muddled. (LC:60- 
153 
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May 11 


Fosburgh, Hugh Morrow 
ONE MAN'S PLEASURE $4.00 


From a year's diary come these notes, comments, observations, reports, of 
the things that interested and affected this author (The Drowning Stone, Sound of 
White Water, and other novels) during that time - when there was "never a dull 
moment" in New York's Adirondacks. Established on a 5,000 acre area (jointly owned 
by 15) he covers, from ice-out to ice-in, the activities on the ponds and in the 
forests, among the animals and birds, of trespassers and hunters. He follows the 
deer, from the winter kill to the illegal kills of the hunting season, and their 
story is given the most attention. There is time however for dousing, canoeing, 
fishing, trapping; for the digging of a well and the installation of plumbing; for 
tales of local characters and shopping trips; for an operation which indulged his 
"moronic love of dynamite"; for state troopers and concerted efforts to find lost 
persons; for stories of Winslow Homer and his jug; for weather; for times of energy 
and times of laziness. Very much an outdoor book, this is thoroughly masculine in 
its approach to the world of nature and very honest, outspoken- and funny about a 
solitary life in it. Illustrated by Walter W. Ferguson. (1C:60-9998) 


May 12 


Stanford, Don Appleton-Century-Crofts — 
THE ILE DE FRANCE $4.50 7 


In part reminiscent of two other fine books of the sea, A Night to Remember 
and Collision Course, this exciting and moving tale is at once a story of modern sea 
adventure and the biography of a single beautiful ship, one of the most famous 
liners of our day. Never the largest nor fastest ship afloat but in her time the 
most luxurious and best beloved, the [le de France made her first triumphal entry 
into New York in June, 1927, and in the years before the war knew princes and 
smugglers, beauties and stowaways, financiers and gamblers and statesmen. Escaping 
to Singapore when France surrendered, she was reconditioned in Australia as a troop- 
ship, carrying mutinous Australian soldiers to Africa and mutinous Germans to 
Australia, Americans to various ports, and officials everywhere. Welcomed a second 
time in triumph when she sailed in war garb into New York for a second reconditioning, 
she returned again to the Atlantic run, beloved by her passengers and famed for many 
rescues, the most dramatic that of some 700 passengers from the sinking Andrea Doria. 
the most dangerous her rescue, in a howling storm, of 24 seamen from a foundering 
freighter, the Greenville. Worn out at last, she was sold by France in 1959 to Japan 
to be screpped, only to be purchased, against the terms of sale, by a Hollywood movie 
magnate, who sank her ignominiously in the making of a picture. Carefully documented 
and written in clear and unadorned prose, this book will appeal to all lovers of 
ships and the sea, to armchair and saltwater sailors, and to travelers who like to 
read good books in transatlantic planes; a tale to remember. (LC:60-9810) 


Hancock, Ralph Van Nostrand 
PUERTO RICO: A Success Story $5.00 


This is a capable and well substantiated account of Puerto Rico's "uniquely 
creative explosion" which has transformed her from "the slum of the Caribbean” to an 
increasingly prosperous country where the standard of living has doubled in a decade, 
and the lifespan has also almost doubled. With a brief introduction to Puerto Rico's 
historical past, the country, the customs, the people, the squalor and starvation 
and disease which obtained until 1940 when "Operation Bootstrap" was launched, this 
goes on to discuss the economic factors (primarily triggered by tax exemption) which 
are involved in her renascence; the leadership of Luis Munoz Marin; her status and 
independence as a colony- and the question of statehood (less favorable to her); the 
new tourism and boom; and the question of manpower, both down there- and among the 
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migrants here. Not a scenic view for the casual visitor, but primarily a political and 
economic profile which serves as a demonstration and object lesson for other underpri- 
vileged parts of the world. (1C:60-11064) 

May 15 


Lawrence, Jerome & Lee, Robert E. World 
THE GANG'S ALL HERE: 4 Play $2.95 


A play about the making of a presidential candidate- and the aftermath of its 
completion. It is quite obvious that The Gang’s All Here deals with the ill-fated 
Harding nomination, election and the disaster of his administration. Too much of the 
phoniness of our so-called democratic process is revealed for comfort; too many recog- 
nizable figures surrounding a president show how it can happen here; too often the 
"stench of expediency" is evident in decisions arrived at. Perhaps this is a salutary 
play to publish in book form for everyone to read now, with the coming of this presi- 
dential campaign. The curtain is going up elsewhere than on Broadway. (LC:60-11223) 


May 16 y 


Collis, Maurice Dutton 
NANCY ASTOR / $5.00 


A firmly partisan portrait of Virginia born Nancy Langhorne, who married the 
great-great-grandson of John Jacob Astor, is the story of an "original" who- in spite 
of her wealth and acquired title- was not so much a grande dameas a most uncommon woman- 
with a great wit and a great heart (virtues rarely "seen in conjunction"). One of five 
girls, her upbringing was casual- her schooling sketchy- and her first marriage, (which 
ended in divorce) to an alcoholic was unhappy. She met Waldorf Astor, the English bred 
sportsman and liberal, aboard ship, and their marriage- there were four sons and a 
daughter- seems to have been eminently happy. There is little here however about her 
personal life; a little more about Cliveden, the great house, and the celebrities and 
notables who came there, particularly Shaw and Lawrence of Arabia who were her very 
good friends. Most of the book however deals with her public persona, her twenty-five 
years in the House of Commons, her unexpected, extemporaneous outbursts and her many 
verbal sallies. Collis explains quite simply, and convincingly, the "fable" of the 
Cliveden Set and the undeserved, abusive press of the war years; Nancy Astor, always 
a democratic Tory but never pro-Fascist, believed in trying to maintain a modus vivendi 
with Hitler (as did many) and avert war. Collis concludes his portrait with a personal 
postscript, based on many talks with Nancy Astor, now in her eightieth year. Certainly 
it has many reasons to attract a fairly wide readership - beyond her exceptional posi- 
tion she has many extraordinary virtues, courage, energy, humor and a forthright force- 


fulness. (LC: 60-5975) 


Delderfield, R.F. Little, Brown-AMP 
NAPOLEON IN LOVE $5.00 


Napoleon in and out of love is scrutinized with taste and compassion in this 
review of the little Emperor's fruitless quest of romantic fulfillment. Against a back- 
ground of two marriages and a dozen significant mistresses, R.P. Delderfield traces the 
Corsican's military-political career, and speculates on its nature versus the nature of 
his amorous exploits. Susceptible to women's tears, generous, grateful, Napoleon lavish- 
ly endows the women he loves, heaping honors upon the husbands he selects for them. A 
striking case of this is his treatment of Desiree, whose husband, the Count Bernadotte, 
received great favors from him and treacherously betrayed him. Of Josephine, the author 
tells a tale of mutual love, destroyed by mutual underevaluation; of the Polish Marie 
Walewska, a drama of devotion on the woman's part, but a devotion geared toward Poland 
rather than romance; of the Empress Marie-Louise, an epic of vacuity. Neither a book 
for scholars nor sensation hunters, this is a sober investigstion of Napoleon, a man 
of formidable energy, immense shrewdness, and,where women were concerned, childlike 
ingenuity. (LC: 60-9351) 
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Popenoe, Paul & Macmillan 
Disney, Dorothy Cameron $4.95 
CAN THIS MARRIAGE BE SAVED? 


If one is to judge from the elaborate sequence of case histories herein 
presented, there is no such thing as an insoluble domestic problem. Divided into 
four categories -- The Triangle, Getting Along With Inlaws, Growing Up Emotionally, 
and Making Marriage Work--the book presents numerous case histories diagramming 
floundering marriages. After describing in detail the difficulties facing the 
couples involved, their backgrounds are prodded, and remedial steps are outlined. 
In each case, self searching and a consistent effort to respond to counselling ef- 
fects a cure. The authors, reputable marriage councilors, offer much hope to 
couples who have the will and the intelligence to undergo a scrupulous process of 
self examination and to whom the salvation of a marriage is recognized as highly 
desirable. (1C:60-912}) 

\, 2 


Hampshire, Stuart 


Viking 
THOUGHT AND ACTION a ) $4.50 


This treatise, by a noted British philosopher, attempts to bring together 
the varied and sometimes opposed disciplines of the philosophy of mind and moral 
argument. The book, rather difficult at times for the layman, yet written for him 
rather than the professional philosopher, contrasts variables and unchangeables in 
human thought, leading the reader to a consideration of his own permanent values and 
their worth. In fact, the reader is led to a total consideration of his own being, 
and how he must clarify the thoughts which motivate that being and put them into 
action. Moral philosophy, it is concluded, far from a moribund discipline in this 
scientific age, must be called once again into action to examine what we as indivi- 
duals and citizens of democracy want, strive for, and must achieve. Clearly written, 
but difficult enough to limit the work for an American audience not familiar with 
such a formal style. (LC:60-9627) 


May 18 


Randall, Ruth Painter Little, Brown 
COLONEL ELMER ELLSWORTH $5.00 


Colonel Ellsworth - who was the first victim of the Civil War on the Union 
side - has become a legendary hero. Despite his youth (he was in his early twenties) 
he had been acclaimed through the nation for the imaginative approach to the question 
of local militia troops dramatized in the competitive journey of 3000 miles made by 
his Zouaves. Later, as one of the young trio closest to Lincoln- along with Hay and 
Nicolai in Lincoln's Springfield law office, and later in Washington, Ellsworth became 
an intimate of the White House family, and when he was killed, in a rather foolhardy 
heroic gesture, he was mourned as a son. This is as nearly the whole of his story as 
is likely to be told. Built on extensive correspondence- with his parents, whose 
poverty was a constant worry, with Carrie Spafford to whom he was engaged; and on a 
very detailed diary of a few months when he poured out his problems to this silent 
confidant. Carrie's father had insisted on a long engagement, during which Elmer 
was to abandon his passionate concern with things military and devote himself to the 
uncongenial field of the law, for which he had little taste. A diet of crackers and 
water; bed on the hard floor of the law office where he worked- such was the price 
he paid in his determination to win the girl he loved. And it was not until the 
Zouaves made their brilliantly successful tour, under his direction that Mr. Spafford 
yielded to the inevitable. The first two thirds of the biography present- to this 
reader- relatively unfamiliar and new material; the last third holds closely to the 
story as recounted by Sandburg in The War Years - and to the primary sources quoted 
by Mrs. Randall and earlier biograpners. This provides a small segment of American 
biographical history. One wonders if anything more than passing interest can be 
counted on. (LC:60-6527) 
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May 19 


Motley, Mary Viking 
DEVILS IN WAITING $4.50 


* This is an account of a young woman's experiences in French Equatorial Africa 
before World War II. Mary Motley's maternal grandmother was the daughter of Leonard 
Jerome. Her sister, Jennie, married Lord Randolph Churchill and the third Jerome daugh- 
ter married Sir John Leslie. Miss Motley's mother was Clare Sheridan, the sculptress, 
and her father was a descendant of Richard Brinsley Sheridan. She borrows her pen name 
from her great-grandfather, John Lothrop Motley, the American historian. Mary Motley 
married Guy de Reneville when she was twenty and when he was appointed Chef de Cabinet 
Militaire to the Governor General of French Equatorial Africa she accompanied him to 
the French Congo. The acquaintance she had made with Africa in southern Algeria was a 
poor preparation for what she found in Brazzaville. She thought that the ports of West 
Africa were the most unpleasant places in the world: the oven heat and rainy seasons 
over the years had given the region an air of damp antiquity and the sight of the men 
and women who had spent too much time in the tropics dismayed her. But amidst the 
dreary round of official receptions, garden parties and general colonial stuffiness 
she managed to cultivate an interest in what lay beyond the bounds of protocol. Un- 
believing at first she discovered the dim and ancient world of the fetish, of ritual 
murder and of cannibalism in a country where death from causes unknown was daily taken 
for granted. After two years her husband's failing health forced them to leave the 
Congo and by that time she was longing to get away from "the opalescent haze, the 
mildew, and the perpetual stench of rotting vegetation". Mary Motley is a perceptive 
observer and her account, written 18 years later in a mood of "settled affection and 
disillusioned placidity", remains exceptionally interesting. (LC: 60-7671) 


May 20 


Daggs, Elisa _~« Doubleday 


uw 


DOORWAYS TO THE WORLD ye $5--95- 


A book of travel, rather than a travel book, this records a four months trip 
that covered 20 countries and 4 continents via Pan American 707 Jet, and the accounts 
range from cities to fishing towns, from tourist musts (such as the Taj Mahal), to 
stories and incidents that left vivid impressions. London, Amsterdam, Nazare (Portugal), 
Seville, Madrid, the French countryside, Easter in Rome, Athens, Delphi, Lindos (Rhodes), 
Istanbul, Byblos, Beirut, Kathmandu, Calcutta, Delhi, Bangkok, Angkor, Saigon, Djakarta, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Kyoto - each has some particular appeal, whether it is a 
building, a scene, a person, history or legend. The pen portraits of people and places 
are illustrated by the author's camera work of 250 black and white half tones so that 
her accounts have a visual accompaniment, which provides a backward look for those who 
have visited the same places. An enthusiastically shared travelogue. (LC: 60-9791) 


Novak, Joseph Doubleday 
THE FUTURE IS OURS, COMRADE $3.95 


Report repeated from issue of 8/15/59 when scheduled for November publication: 
"Joseph Novak, through a compilation of interviews, questionnaires, and observations pre- 
sents the reader with a picture of Soviet society on all levels, social, cultural and 
economic. He will get to know the Russian citizen, his home, surroundings, place of work, 
his psychology, his prejudices, his education, his welfare and his family. Novak does 
not attempt to interpret his findings - he lets the quotations speak for themselves. If 
he does not provide the reader with an interpretive framework, he does establish the basis *S 
for an understanding of a society foreign to our own - and this is the value of the book. 
Novak presents the Soviet Union not as Communist but as Russian, with its history of 
authoritarianism and stringency... It should have a parallel market to Irving Levine's 
Main Street, U.S.S.R.(Doubleday-1959) although, written by a former communist, it is based 
On more extensive and presumably authoritative first hand experience. (LC: 59-12639)" 
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May 23 a 


Birmingham, Frederic A. Lippincott 
TT WAS' FUN WHILE IT LASTED $3.95 - 


This is a sentimental reminiscence of what it was like to grow up in New 
York City before World War I. The author's old fashioned family lived on 125th 
Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues in the days when Harlem was New York's first 
suburban community, when quail and rabbit could be shot on Fordham Road and when 
Van Cortlandt Park was a wild countryside. Mama and Papa were a generation behind 
the times. Papa, a country boy who delighted in the city, was an autocrat who 
dressed like a Victorian "gentleman" and in most things Mama deferred to him - except 
when she felt the urge to visit her home in Brooklyn - an area which exasperated 
Papa. The author recalls the family's Sunday excursions to New Jersey's Palisades, 
on the trolley to Rye Beach, to Coney Island, to the Manhattan Bathing Beach at 149th 
Street and Riverside Drive, to the Cloisters in Inwood Park, on the Hudson Day Line, 
to the lake on Kingsbridge Road and to the theatres and restaurants which now no 
longer exist in Harlem. Everything seems finer in this romantic look backward: the 
"funnies" were really funny; cheesecake was superior; summer was a joy; and life 
moved at a simpler and easier pace. An exercise in nostalgia in which the common- 
place, exalted, becomes special and the good old days, in retrospect, seem better 
than, in fact, they were. (LC:60-7850) 


Bowen, Robert 0.- Ad. Rinehart 
THE NEW PROFESSORS $3.50 


* Nine younger men have been asked to give some intramural insights on their 
profession- teaching, on why they became teachers, and what rewards they find in a 
calling where certainly the immediate returns are minimal. It is a highly sponta- 
neous and stimulating symposium, ranging from some personal self-examination and 
evaluation to less subjective, and larger, ideas and issues. While the first two 
essays deal with the satisfactions- mostly "internal", of teaching on a liberal arts 
campus, and the ambience of academic freedom-, Otto Butz of Princeton (who edited- 
and was reprimanded for so doing- The Unsilent Generation) raps sharply the "petti- 
ness, backbiting and organizational timidity", the professional myopia and passivity 
of what passes for “academic freedom". Chandler Davis, who was politically ousted, 
further destroys the illusion in his defense of the dissenter- From an Exile. Socio- 
logist Richard Emerson's 4A Rational Idealism brilliantly shatters the accepted, and 
pleasing, public image of the professor- absent-minded, openminded, sacrificing self- 
interest to status- and the popular fallacy in confusing the academic man with the 
academic role. Also exceptional are Glenn Leggett's A Conservative View, and non- 
university Edward Echols' (Exeter) Say Something Nasty About Pittsburgh which has 
a good deal to say about teaching in the South. From this “area in which so many 
strive for so little"- many unorthodox, telling points are made with considerable 
wit and persuasion. As far as the general public is involved, it may well be a 
Closed seminar. (1C:60-6765) 


Cutler, John Henry Ives Washburn 
PUT IT ON THE FRONT PAGE, PLEASE: $3.95 


A free lance writer and his wife, both woefully inexperienced in the news- 
paper field, decide,over a game of bridge, to put out a small weekly newspaper. 
Duxbury, Massachusetts, a hamlet whose natives have hitherto been content to read 
papers from large cities, does not prove the most fallow ground for their experiment. 
Problems of cash, type, and format are heroically surmounted, but the most vexing 
problem of all--news--continually baffles the novices. A pastoral community with a 
clean police blotter, Duxbury's peaceful atmosphere is shattered only when a deer 
accidentally strays into a tea party or birds fly out from under a carhood and frighten 
@ local citizen. Much to the editors' relief, this brand of local catastrophe, sup- 
plemented by notices of meetings and bridge games, is precisely the variety of news 
Duxburians crave. A book not seriously intended as an aid to anyone interested in 
entering a publishing career, Put It On The Front Page, Please, makes innocuous, but 
pleasantly homey reading. Illustrated by Jan Norton. (1C:60-9573) 
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May 24 


Olsen, Jack Henry Holt 
THE MAD WORLD OF BRIDGE $3.50 


A Time staffer has provided a commentary on one of the oldest games (it origi- 
nated in the 15th century trump) which has one of the most enduring, dedicated followings, 
and ticked off some of the frenzied attitudes- and preposterous incidents- to which it 
seems to lead. Not only is there little togetherness at the table- but more than one 
divorce (mental anguish) has resulted from a friendly game of cards as well as assorted 
acts of violence. Why people play, and how women play; cheating (it's not easy); gambling; 
systems; celebrities and experts; matches- all occasion some entertaining racontage for 
the bridge buff (or do you call him a bum?) and suggests a gift for a husband or friend. 
An introduction by Charles H. Goren. (LC: 60-9675) 


May 25 V 


Castelot, Andre Harper 
KING OF ROME y $5.95 


A biography of Napoleon's son is necessarily centered in the lives of his 
father and mother and here the story of Napoleon's marriage to Marie-Louise, his abdi- 
cation and banishment, and Marie-Louise's subsequent behavior are retold in the light 
of letters found in 1957, while other letters from 1'Aiglon to his mother give new views 
of the boy himself. The adulation the little boy received in Paris, the events that led 
to the flight from France, the decision that the marriage to Napoleon was not legal and 
that the King of Rome was a bastard, Marie Louise' long affair with Count von Neipperg, 
the efforts to erase the French background from the growing boy's mind, his literal inm- 
prisonment (he was never allowed to leave the country), - this is filled in with letters 
from his tutor to his mother, and with his own letters. The continuing ill health which 
developed into tuberculosis (but which was never so diagnosed) shadowed his last years 
and the finish, at 21, ended a pathetic, wasted life. Here the haunting story of "the 
heir to Europe" is given a full dress background of military, political, royal - and 
domestic and personal - details so that what has been only romantic before now becomes 
quite real. Scholars will appreciate the research, while less learned readers may enjoy 
the re-creation of the times and the personalities. Illustrated. (LC: 59-10574) 


Friedman, Edward L. Harper 
TOASTMASTER'S TREASURY $4.95 


A staple auxiliary for the man who must preside on the podium indicates the 
duties of the toastmaster, suggests the handling of speakers. hecklers or guests, out- 
lines a typical banquet program, but for the most part equips him with a variety of 
welcomes, salvos, toasts, speech brighteners, anecdotes, etc. for every and any special 
occasion. If each of these is not "essentially a sparkling and polished gem" - ("The 
turkey is luckier than we are. It isn't stuffed with chestnuts until it is dead." - 
old chestnuts?), still- there are probably many people who will find this thesaurus of 
remarks, rejoinders and jokes serviceable, for the type of community function, fraternal 
or business group Mr. Friedman has in mind. (LC: 60-9111) 


Halliday, E.M. arper 
THE IGNORANT ARMIES $4 .50 


A first rate account of how Allied forces were sent to Archangel in 1918, 
first to resist German attempts there, then to support White Russian troops against the 
Bolsheviks. The old supposition that this was a "harmless little war" is exploded when 
the reader iearns nearly half the Allied troops died or were wounded, while literally 
thousands of Red Army troops fell in the same actions. General Sir Hugh Ironside emerges 
as the tough, intelligent Allied commander hamstrung by inept diplomats, lack of supplies, 
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and constant shoddy political intrigue in Archangel itself. The average fighting 
man, the conditions under which he fought, and the major engagements, are all 
closely detailed. The book is stylistically interesting, readable, and well-docu- 
mented. For the contemporary reader it throws new light on the beginnings of 
Soviet- American enmity over forty years ago. Illustrated. (LC:60-7526) 


May 25 


Cross, Wilbur Morrow-Sloane 
GHOST SHIP OF THE POLE $5.00 


Further in the annals of disaster, this story of the dirigible Jtalia,which 
crashed on an ice pack northeast of Spitzbergen, is at once another ordeal of 
endurance in the arctic as well as a latterday vindication of its leader, Umberto 
Nobile. Nobile, the engineer-entrepreneur of a ligher-than-air program, was ap- 
proached by Amundsen in 1925 to organize a polar expedition, and this first explora- 
tory flight got off the ground in 1928. Circling the Pole, Nobile ran into trouble 
on the return, and was one of the survivors stranded on the ice (while six others 
were carried aloft again), with fractured limbs. For some time their radio failed 
to make contact- and when made, rescue operations were only slowly organized. 

Nobile was perhaps blameworthy in his reluctance and failure to assert authority- 

but hardly of the cowardice for which he would later be charged- and the gravamen of 
the attack would be based on the fact that he was the first to be picked up- by a 
Swedish pilot who on a return trip, drunk, also crashed on the ice. The account here 
follows in some detail the long hardships experienced by his companions, the dangers 
as the ice packs broke up, the lack of rescue activity, and ends with Nobile's return 
to Italy- to an even colder treatment than any he had had under Mussolini's Fascist 
regime.....Based on a great deal of personal interviewing as well as research, this 

is an apparently well authenticated narrative as well as a little known story- graphic 
and vigorous. A masculine market seems likely. (1C:60-9996) 


Davis, Merrell & Yale University Press 
Gilman, William H aad Ed Ss. $6 ° 50 
THE LETTERS OF HERMAN MELVILLE 


Since 1919 when interest in Herman Melville first actively revived, scat- 
tered groups of his letters have been published in various editions. This volume is 
an attempt to collect all the available letters into one convenient edition with ap- 
propriate comment and careful transcriptions. Altogether 271 letters are presented, 
of which only about 100 can be said to be new or published in full for the first time. 
The most interesting- the only really revelatory letters- are the ones Melville wrote 
to Hawthorne in the 1870's. This relationship was, at least on Melville's side, an 
overwhelming one in which he made obeisance to Hawthorne's colder, more classical 
talents. Otherwise, the letters are largely of interest to Melville scholars. They 
are addressed to his large family whom he "reckoned up by dozens", and to his literary 
friends, chiefly Evert and George Duyckinck, who first encouraged him. A few letters 
refer to his late- not his early- travels, and some to his disappointing attempt to 
gain a consular post abroad. In the later years he settled for a quieter iife- as a 
customs officer and family man, and his ambitions subsided.... A work, prepared with 
scholarship and precision, for lasting reference over and above its immediate interest 
to Melville devotees. (1C:60-7822) 


Lynen, John F. Yale University Press 
THE PASTORAL ART OF ROBERT FROST $4.50 


Starting as a very specialized piece of criticism, defining in the most 
exact terms what pastoral poetry has been through the ages, this work develops as 
it goes along real warmth and insight into the poetry of Robert Frost. Growing 
farther and farther away from Cleanth Brooks, to whom the book is dedicated, as it 
approaches Frost, it gains interest in its selection- and discussion- of some of 
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Frost's less popular and well known poems. Here Professor Lynen shows the wealth of 
interior, symbolic meaning beneath the apparent descriptive or decorative overlay. To 
many, of course, this criticism of Frost is superfluous, but for the less discerning it 
may be a welcome guide to the work of one of our foremost poets. (1C:60-7826) 


May 26 


Phillips, Dr. Harlan B. Viking-Reynal 
FELIX FRANKFURTER REMINISCES $5.00 


A Justice of the Supreme Court talks it over with his recorder, Dr. Phillips- 
and his reminiscences race through the years from 1896 to 1939. Even reading about him 
is exhausting. How could any man be doing so many things simultaneously and keep his 
lines untangled:- teaching, writing, counseling,advising in government, in politics, in 
law- and yet remaining clear-headed? He is generous in his praise to those he feels de- 
serve praise, but when he stings, it burns deep- as does, for instance, with Morgenthau, 
Hoover and General Leonard Wood. His one great hero was not- as many suppose- Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, but Henry Stimson, and evidently he had good reason. The book is fast 
moving; events and those persons involved in the events are related with such gusto and 
eagerness to get the tale told and with such interest that he holds the reader tight in 
his grip. It makes little difference whether it is an important call from the President's 
office, or a bit of gossip about some distinguished lady, the pace is the same. The book 
is Frankfurther- and nothing else and no one else,- in speed, in spontaneity, in movement, 
in vigor. "Cloak and dagger stuff" and wire pulling behind the scenes, with which he is 
often associated, is cleared away. Whatever he did was direct and simple. When asked for 
@ recommendation for a government post, a law office, a Judgeship, he made it- he gives 
himself away time and again; he thinks pretty well of himself for he appears never to have 
been mistaken in his judgment. While not a judge of the stature of a Holmes or Brandeis, 
a Cardoza or Stone, he is a tremendous personality and great influence for good in govern- 
ment and education of lawyers. His book is a must for his admirers- and his detractors 
will find much to give them pause. (1C:60-9777) 


May 27 


Johnson, William Weber Doubleday 
KELLY BLUE $3.95 


This is apparently the biography of an actual person, but the style is so in- 
formal, pleasantly conversational and unacademic that it sounds like that other art form 
-- an old man's reminiscences-- almost too real to be true. H. 0. Kelly was an artist, 

a 19th century man in a 20th century milieu. He was a character, a primitive painter and 
a gutty old man who had been a cowboy, ranch hand, farmer, handyman, machinist and practi- 
cally everything else. A born wanderer, he describes his travels in the Western and 
Southern states of the early 1900's, chiefly in what appears to be his own words. It 
provides a detailed itinerary of jobs, changing fortunes and locales, that rounds out as a 
sort of one man's history of the growth of the West. Kelly's chief passion was horses, 
his ambition, to own a stock farm; but failing that, he leaves a record of how it was to 
work as a teamster in the days when men worked with their hands and with horses:- the 
amusements, jobs, breakfasts and mores of prairie towns; odd jobs now gone with the horse, 
and odder personalities; attempts at being a landowner in Missouri and Arkansas, and the 
sights along the way. Ironically, Kelly's one serious attempt to settle down and become a 
conventional success was on a farm, in what shortly became the Dust Bowl. After ten 
terrible years, with his wife and daughter, he sold out- just as the rains came again. 
Success arrived finally when, old and broke, he began to paint the scenes of his youth. 
Apparently the paintings were, like this book, full of simple detail, the smells of food 
and earth, the sights of countryside and animals, the songs of workers, revivalists and 
other folk of life past. It is small wonder that Kelly was taken up by collectors and 
museums. An unpretentious book and a happy one. (1C:60-8875) 
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May 27 \ 


Pinckney, Edward R., M.D. Lippincott 
YOU CAN PREVENT ILLNESS $3.50 


A doctor discusses the causes of the commonest sicknesses, and ways in 
which to avoid them, and so provides some safeguards as well as sensible suggestions 
for the care and upkeep of the body. Averting accidents in the home; securing immu- 
nization; minimizing tension, occupational hazards, fatigue; precautions when 
traveling; the right eating habits; visits to the dentist- as well as to the doctor 
(and keeping a precise health record, providing him with all the facts) are all part 
of this precationary prescription. The more concerned and less informed will be the 
grateful patients in this case. (LC:60-7434) 


Brebner, J. Bartlet University of Michigan Press 
CANADA: A Modern History $10.00 


Broad in scope, scholarly but never pedantic, this excellent book, one of 
the University of Michigan's "History of the Modern World" series and a fitting 
companion volume to its superb History of the United States, presents a detailed 
and vivid study of Canadian social, economic and political development from the 
earliest explorations and settlements to the present day, a story of which far too 
many North Americans are ignorant. Before New England was born French colonists in 
the Canadian maritime provinces were growing rich from fisheries, furs and forests; 
explorers, missionaries, traders and soldiers penetrated the Canadian wilderness, 
established settlements on the St. Lawrence, and made friends with the Indians, en- 
listing them in the ferocious French-Indian-English wars of the 17th and 18th 
centuries, which resulted in British victory and the eventual expulsion of the French 
from the continent. 19th century westward expansion solidified the country, and 
boundary disputes with the United States ended, thanks to good sense on both sides, 
in an international understanding, if not always a mutual devotion, unique in modern 
times. Written with selectivity and a humorous awareness of significant detail, 
this long and readable book, possibly the definitive history of Canada, will appeal 
to teachers and students of North American history and is an essential addition to 
all American historical collections on both sides of the boundary. Maps. Bibliogra- 
phy. Index. 


May 30 12. 


Lin Yutang- Editor. and Translator World 
THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING $6.00 


A wide selection of passages from books which “have inspired or delighted 
me and are memorable for some reason or other" opens many doors to Chinese literature 
in these translations. Mr. Lin has chosen material that “informs the mind and cools 
the understanding" and has used individual prefaces and notes to identify, place and 
describe the scholars, writers and poets included. There are 15 sections so that 
for random reading you can wander from art and literature to the home and daily 
living, to ancient wit, after tea and wine, fools to this world, or on to Zen, 
wisdom or epigrams and proverbs. Life, love and death, the seasons, women, nature 
are other subjects discussed and throughout there is an accent on Chinese philosophy 
and thought which makes a bridge for greater comprehension. From classic to modern, 
these translations mirror Mr. Lin's excellent taste and contagious enthusiasm and 
should contribute greatly to the enjoyment of those whose interests are in this 
province - and persuade those who know no other name than Confucious as a Chinese 
writer. (LC:60-6690) 
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Frederic, Louis Abrams 
THE ART OF INDIA Jemples and Sculpture $17.50 

* The prodigious outpouring of sculpture in India expresses not only a highly 
sophisticated aesthetic sense but the complex religious expression of this vast me- 
lange of Buddhists, Jains, Hindus, and Moslems. Contrary to much of Western art, the 
religious feelings of India seem best to be expressed in the voluptuous, the sensual 
and the erotic. Ina civilization spanning four thousand years, the Indian has de- 
veloped in terms of forms, concepts and materials. But consistent, almost from the 
very beginning, has been his uniqve ability to combine repose and abandon, lushness 
and reserve, the carnal and the aesthetic. In this handsome addition with its introduc- 
tion by Jean Nadou, its 424 gravure illustrations, its historical summary, explicit 
notes, and indices, the reader is introduced to the India of stone, paint and bronze, 
an India of many dimensions whose daring expressiveness is comfortably embraced within 
the demands of conventionalized forms. A strikingly beautiful book for libraries, and 
for individuals with a serious interest in sculpture and Orientalia. Publ. (LC :59-12873) 


Rothensberg, Dr. Robert E.-fd Abrams-Aberdale 


THE NEW ILLUSTRATED MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR HOME USE $50.00 


This handsome, boxed, four volume set has been prepared by nineteen doctors 
and surgeons- under the sagis of Dr. Rothensberg- and consists of 7500 questions and 
answers on seemingly all the ills to which the flesh is heir. It is a sturdy but at- 
tractive piece of bookmaking with large type and open pages; with many black and white 
photos- and some color plates (for a readier identification of skin rashes); and a com- 
plete mannikin in natural colors with cut-outs. Each volume is indexed individually, 
and the four volumes deal with the subject matter in alphabetical order. The special 
problems of childhood and child rearing, adolescence, old age, etc. are considered, 
and throughout, the approach is direct and very definite. While there is always a 
tremendous interest in securing popularized, medical information- it still may be dif- 
ficult to secure a market with a purchasing power equal to its curiosity and concern. 
Publ. (LC: 59-13063) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


31 Fischer, Marjorie- MRS. SHERMAN'S SUMMER - from 3/9 to 3/25 (Lippincott) 
57 Pawel, Ernst- IN THE ABSENCE OF MAGIC- Note correct author's name- from 2/29 
to 4/11 (Macmillan) 

71 McManus, Virginia- NOT FOR LOVE- postponed indefinitely (Putnam) 

80 Ritner, Peter- THE DEATH OF AFRICA- from 3/28 to 4/11 (Macmillan) 

118 Lengyel, Emil- THE CHANGING MIDDLE EAST- from 3/31 to 4/21 (John Day) 

130 Zabel, Morton D.- THE ART OF RUTH DRAPER- from 4/11 to 5/20 (Doubleday) 

158 Wilder, Robert- THE SUN IS MY SHADOW- from 4/4 to 7/25 (Putnam) 

160 Norman, James- THE FELL OF DARK- from 4/13 to 4/27 (Lippincott) 

161 Sarraute, Nathalie- THE PLANETARIUM- from 4/18 to 3/30 (Braziller) 

161 West, Jessamyn- SOUTH OF THE ANGELS- price from $5.95 to $5.75 (Harcourt, Brace) 

164 Coulehan, Norbert- THE FOURTH KING- from 4/27 to 4/13 (Lippincott) 

172 Bradford, Ernle- THE MIGHTY 400D- note correct spelling of author's first name 

(Wor 1d) 

“180 Randall, John- THE LANDSCAPE AND THE LOOKING GLASS- new date 5/23 (Houghton Mifflin) 
195 Bartlett, Paul- WHEN THE OWL CRIES- from 4/18 to 5/9 (Macmillan) 

210 Townsend, Peter- EARTH, MY FRIEND- from 3/30 to 4/6 (Coward-McCann) 

212 Wright, O.L.- Title from FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT AND THE SHINING BROW to THE SHINING 

BROW: Frank Lloyd Wright ‘Horizon) 

215 Graves, Robert- FOOD FOR CENTAURS- from 4/21 to 5/6- Price from $3.95 to $4.95 

(Doubleday ) 
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